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Features of nonverbal inexpressiveness

ÅReduction of expression or occasionally 

idiosyncratic expressions such as unusual 

prosody, facial mannerisms

ÅAffects all channels

ÅVoluntary signals e.g. social smiles 

unaffected

ÅIs not the commonest cause of gaze 

avoidance, in fact may result in staring
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Atypical Asperger syndrome: a disorder of 
nonverbal interpretation

Å Primary abnormality is lack of 
empathy, partly due to failure 
of non-verbal interpretation 
(óface blindnessô)

Å Ability to make relationships 
but not to keep them

Å Lack of empathy may lead to 
antisocial behaviour, but 
greater problem is lack of 
persuasiveness and ósocial 
influencing powerô

Picture from the film, ñRipleyôs gameò starring Matt 
Damon as Ripley
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http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Autistic-spectrum-disorder/Pages/Introduction.aspx?url=Pages/What-is-it.aspx


Knowing about the world using non-verbal 
cues

Who is being 

shot? 

Terrorists or 

partisans?
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Associated 
developmental 
disorders
Predominantly 
fronto-striatal or 
fronto-cerebellar

ÅDysexecutive syndrome 

(planning)

ÅDyslexia (writing and spelling)

ÅDyspraxia (coordination) with 

typical AS

ÅAttention deficit/ hyperactivity 

disorder (impulsivity, executive 

functions, task persistence)
Å Also links with

Å Tourette syndrome

Å Expressive dysphasia (may lead to 

elective mutism)

ÅDysgraphia

Å Dyscalculia

Å Topographical disorientation
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ÅThere is a reaction to this 

particularly by óAspiesô 

themselves which is 

equally applicable to other 

people with developmental 

disorders.

ÅThey may be different, but 

not disordered or disabled

ÅSociety fails to enable

ÅThey should speak for 

themselves

ÅChanging themðor 

helping themðis 

patronizing and 

presumptuous
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Project Development

20 September 08 Bullying pupils with AS NAS international conference



Sheffield 
survey of 
Sheffield 
residents 
aged 13 
and above  
(Balfe, 
Tantam & 
Campbell, 
Autism, in 
press)



Å60 with AS/HFA had been diagnosed

ÅMean age 24.3 years

Å7.6 men to 1 woman

Å52 with AS/HFA had no previous diagnosis

ÅMean age 35.2 years

Å2.1 men :1 woman

23/04/2009 Zurich 14
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Possible explanations
¾Spurious
·Selection bias

·Reduced life expectancy

¾Recovery (cf. AHDH)
·Maturation of brain

·Reduction of social stress

¾AS may be an episodically 
manifested illness, like sickle cell 
trait

¾Schooling may be unusually 
social demanding
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Problem %asking for help with this
Eye problem 80%

Neurological problem 78%

Suicidal 72% (a presentation of anxiety?)

Bullied 60% (90% had been bullied)

Violent 56%

Hearing problems 52%

Time management 47%

Anger 43%

Coping with change 36%

Exploitation 35%

Balancing difficulties 35%

Involuntary movements 29%

Task focus 28%

Poor handwriting 25%

Maps and jigsaws 21%

Task switching 19%

Memory problems 18%

Throwing and catching 18%

Too much time on interests 15%

Other sensory problem 15%

The most common 
problems 
leading to a request 
for help
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Issues for adolescents and adults

ÅEmotional disorders

ÅAnxiety

ÅConsequences of low self-esteem

ÅSocial exclusion

ÅExclusion or school refusal from age 14 

effectively means that schooling ends then

ÅAggression

ÅAre these linked to bullying?
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