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Features of nonverbal inexpressiveness

A Reduction of expression or occasionally
idiosyncratic expressions such as unusual
prosody, facial mannerisms

A Affects all channels

A Voluntary signals e.g. social smiles
unaffected

A Is not the commonest cause of gaze
avoidance, in fact may result in staring

£ 9 dilemma
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Feature of nonverbal
Inexpressiveness

A Reduction of expression or occasionally
idiosyncratic expressions such as unusual
prosody, facial mannerisms

A Affects all channels

A Voluntary signals e.g. social smiles
unaffected
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AlypICal Asperger synarome. a disoraer ot
nonverbal interpretation

A Primary abnormality is lack of
empathy, partly due to failure
of non-verbal interpretation
(0face blindnessod)

A Ability to make relationships
but not to keep them

A Lack of empathy may lead to
antisocial behaviour, but
greater problem is lack of
persuasiveness and
I nfl uencing power 0O

Picture from the fil m, ARi pl eyos
Damon as Ripley

NHS! :
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http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Autistic-spectrum-disorder/Pages/Introduction.aspx?url=Pages/What-is-it.aspx

Knowing about the world using non-verbal

cCues
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Who is being
shot?

Terrorists or
partisans?



| A Dysexecutive syndrome
Associated (planning)

developmental
disorders
Predominantly A
fronto-striatal or

fronto-cerebellar A attention deficit/ hyperactivity
disorder (Impulsivity, executive
functions, task persistence)
N A Also links with

’ A Tourette syndrome

A Expressive dysphasia (may lead to
elective mutism)

A Dysgraphia
A Dyscalculia
A Topographical disorientation

A Dyslexia (writing and spelling)
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Impaired | Peer Unusual Self-aware
NVE ++ |friends |[interests
++

Typical Y N Y/lack N
autism
Asperger Y N/few Y Y
syndrom
e
Atypical N N/brief | Y/hidden Y
AS
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A There is a reaction to this
parti c uAspiesd y
themselves which is
equally applicable to other
people with developmental

disorders. '‘Autism Speaks'
A They may be different, but can go away
not disordered or disabled \ have Autism

| can speak for myself

A Society fails to enable

A They should speak for
themselves

A Changing themd or
helping themad is
patronizing and
presumptuous

{ & dlemma
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Sheffield
survey of
Sheffield
residents
aged 13
and above
(Balfe,
Tantam &
Campbell,
Autism, In
press)
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215 initial respondents

A

A

151 eligible for inclusion
(IQ>70, live in Sheffield)
and sent AQ

64 immediately excluded
because live outside
Sheffield or 1Q<70

Y A 4

31 non- 120 responders
responders return AQ

L

120 respondents sent needs survey. 63 have diagnosis. 8
respondents with diagnoses score below 26 on the AQ
so all respondents sent needs surveys: 3 subsequently

A 4

43 non-responders

excluded
108 respondents (AQ 26 or above
or diagnosis or ADI-R+) eligible
for inclusion (26 women, 83 men) \ 4
77 needs surveys
completed
y

39 agree to further screening




A 60 with AS/HFA had been diagnosed

A Mean age 24.3 years
A 7.6 men to 1 woman

A 52 with AS/HFA had no previous diagnosis

A Mean age 35.2 years
A 2.1 men :1 woman

{ ddlemma
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Prevalence of Asperger's Syndrome by age

Prevalence

A N AT
D —
I I I I I I
13-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 25-65
Age Group
A Females Observed Males Observed
Females predicted —— Males predicted
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¥4 Spurious
. Selection bias
- Reduced life expectancy

¥4 Recovery (cf. AHDH)
- Maturation of brain
. Reduction of social stress

¥4 AS may be an episodically
manifested iliness, like sickle cell
trait

%2 Schooling may be unusually
social demanding

£ ®dilemma
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Problem

Eye problem

Neurological problem
Suicidal

Bullied

Violent

Hearing problems

Time management
Anger

Coping with change
Exploitation
Balancing difficulties

Involuntary movements
Task focus

Poor handwriting

Maps and jigsaws
Task switching
Memory problems

Throwing and catching

Toa.much time on interests

' SIS

consultancy

%asking for help with this

80%
/8%

72% (a presentation of anxiety?)
60% (90% had been bullied)

56%
52%

47%
43%

36%
35%
35%
29%
28%
25%

21%
19%
18%

18%

15%
15%

www.dilemmaconsultancy.og

The most common
problems

leading to a request
for help



Issues for adolescents and adults

A Emotional disorders
A Anxiety
A Consequences of low self-esteem

A Social exclusion

A Exclusion or school refusal from age 14
effectively means that schooling ends then

A Aggression
A Are these linked to bullying?
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